
 

PIKE, EDWARD 

Private:  Northamptonshire Regiment 1st Battalion.2nd Brigade, 1st Division. 

 

 Killed in Action Date of Death: 10/07/1917 

Service No: 27758 

1st Battalion in August 1914 :was in Aldershot., as part of 2nd Brigade, 1st Division. This Division was one of 

the first Divisions to move to France, the 1st Division remained on the Western Front throughout the war. It 

took part in most of the 

major actions. He died 

during a German attack on 

the 1st Northamptonshire's 

position in the Front Line 

in front of Nieuport Bains.  

Nieuport in 1917, already 

in ruins after almost 

three years being just 

behind the front line  

Nieuport is near the coast 

of Belgium. It was just 

inside the allied frontlines, 

alongside the Yser River. 

At the river mouth, the 

Allies held a small salient 

north of the river. As part 

of the Flanders offensive in 

1917, it was planned that 

an amphibious landing 

would take place. Tanks 

and troops from the 1st Division were to land at Middelkerke, which is on the coast between Nieuport and 

Ostend. This landing was to be supported by an attack out of the Yser bridgehead. 

In late June 1917, British troops (1st and 31st Divisions) took over the line on the coast from the French. They 

found that defences were wholly inadequate. The French (quite sensibly) recognised that such a small 

bridgehead would not be worth defending. Their plan was to retreat across the barrier of the Yser River in the 

event of attack. The British decided to improve the defences by building dugouts and protective bunkers. The 

Australian 2nd Tunnelling Company was bought in specifically for their experience working in sandy drift.  



The Germans caught wind of the change in nationality They decided to launch an attack on the Yser 

bridgehead. On 10th July, 1st and 2nd German Naval Divisions participated in an assault, spearheaded by 

stormtroopers, that virtually annihilated the defenders in the bridgehead. Operation Hush, the amphibious 

landing, never took place because the conditions to trigger the landing (ie rapid advance along the 

Passchendaele ridge) were never fulfilled.  

Members of the Marine Korps Sturm Battalion attacked through the dunes. The sand dunes extend about 500m 

inland. The storm troopers came down the coast and then got in behind the British defenders, who were numbed 

by the intensity of the artillery barrage.  A few survivors, including Lt Col Tollemache were taken prisoner. 

However, nine men escaped by swimming across the canal. reference http://www.1914-1918.net/BATTLES/hush/strandfest.htm 

The following is from the battalion War Diary 

for the 10th July:- 

The Bosch shelled very heavily starting at 6.45 

am on Front Line with 5.9s. 

7.45 am barrage lifted to support line. 8.45 

barrage lifted to SW side of Yser. 9.45 am - 9.50 

Pause. 9.50 Barrage on support line. 10.50 am 

Barrage lifted to SW side of Yser. 11.50 barrage 

lifted to front line. 11.50- 11.55 Pause. 11.55 am 

barrage on SW side of Yser. 12.55 pm lifted to 

support line. 1.55 pm lifted to front line pause of 

10- 15 minutes. 

From about 2.10 pm to 7 pm, when the attack 

was launched, the front and support lines, and 

the SW side of the Yser were continuously 

bombarded. 

The enemy appears to have made his main attack 

at the point where the two battalions touched ie. 

the left of the 48th and the right of the 60th. He 

advanced to this point in 3 waves, and on 

reaching it, split up into 2 parties, one going to 

the left and the other to the right towards 

Battalion HQ, which was apparently reached in 

about an hour. the enemy evidently employed a 

creeping barrage, the signal to lift being given by green verilights.  

C Company who were in reserve on the right resisted until practically all of them were knocked out, and the 

remainder almost surrounded. A few of the survivors (8) managed to escape by swimming across the canal. the 

enemy brought machine guns with him, as he swept the whole length of the N. W. bank of the Yser from the 

dunes. Another M. G. apparently near Battalion HQ took C company in the flank at 8.30 pm, a party 

(apparently officers) is supposed to have been seen near our Battalion HQ  fighting. 

The Battalion scout sergeant ( Sgt Mansfield) worked his way round to the HQ of the Border Regiment ( 32nd 

Division), which was the battalion on our right, and informed their CO of the situation and that the Germans 

were working their way behind him. A strong point was formed and the advance stopped. 

We lost 20 officers and about 570 men, all missing. The bridges across the Yser were of course blown to pieces 

and only 8 men returned. They all seemed to know very little. Our front line was established on the other side of 

the river. The Royal Sussex and Loyal North Lancs. took it over. 



British troops on the Yser Canal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Brigade Report for the 10th July lists the following casualties for all ranks on the east side of the Yser not 

including Machine Gun Company, Trench Mortar Batteries and Tunnelling Company as follows :-  

                                                                        Officers                                Other ranks 

1st Northamptonshire Regiment                    20                                            499 

2nd King's Royal Rifle Corps                        17                                            455 

  

He was the son of Henry Edgar and 

Mary Ann Pike, of Chapel St., 

Rowhedge, Essex. He enlisted  at 

Warley Essex. He was born in 

Wivenhoe. The 1901 Census shows an 

extended family at Wivenhoe, the only 

Pikes living locally to East Donyland. 

Including siblings & cousins are :- 

Edward Pike himself, aged 16 born & 

living at  Wivenhoe  He worked as a 

Joiner on Ships .Dora Pike 2 months, 

Claude Pike aged 2,  Percy also aged 2, 

Albert Pike  aged 4,  Ivy Pike aged 5, 

Harry Pike  aged 4, Edgar Pike aged 8, 

Dorothy Pike aged 10, Ada Pike 19, all 

born & living at  Wivenhoe . 

His mother  Mary Pike was aged 28, born Wivenhoe living in  Colchester,  working as an Assistant; while  his 

father, Henry Pike was aged 36 born & living at  Wivenhoe,  working as a Mariner  

His grandmother, Mary Pike 50 born & living at  Wivenhoe & grandfather   Henry Pike 53 born  in Suffolk at  

Ipswich living in Wivenhoe  and  working as a Shipwright. Also  an uncle, William Pike aged 33  born in 

Suffolk  at Ipswich living in Wivenhoe working as a Mariner Yachtsman and Caroline Pike aged 31 born & 

living at  Wivenhoe  

 1914-20 War Medal    1914-19 Victory Medal 



 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Cemetery: NIEUPORT MEMORIAL 

 

The memorial bears the names of 548 officers and men of United Kingdom forces who died during the First 

World War in operations on the Belgian coast, and whose graves are not known. A small number of those 

commemorated were casualties of 1914, mainly of the Royal Naval Division, who died in the attempt to hold 

Antwerp in October. Commonwealth forces did not return to this part of the line until June 1917, when XV 

corps relieved French troops in the sector from St Georges (now Sint Joris) to the sea. They saw particularly 

fierce fighting at Nieuport (now Nieuwpoort) in July, before handing the sector back to the French in November 

1917. The remainder of those commemorated at Nieuport died during these months. The memorial was designed 

by W B Binnie with sculpture by C S Jagger. 

 

 

  



OTHER MEMORIALS    Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque & Wivenhoe War Memorial 

  

 

THE UNITED BENEFICE OF ABBERTON, EAST DONYLAND, FINGRINGHOE, 
LANGENHOE 

 


